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Dear friends,  

 

Greetings from a very wet Wales. We trust that you are well and thank you for taking a 

prayerful interest in the work that God has called us to. We are all getting a little older with 

Jenny turning 50 and our eldest 25 and married ! How good to have all the family with us to 

celebrate Jenny’s birthday at the hotel Hannah was married in. Thank you for your prayers for 

us as a family and for our work. Here is an update of our recent trip to Portugal. 

 

NORTHERN PORTUGAL 

The whole of Portugal is in great need of the Gospel, but the north is particularly needy with 1 

million residents and town after town with no Gospel witness. In February we, together with 

our co-workers Henry and Caitlin de Oliveira, made a trip to Montalegre, Viana do Castelo and “the Minho.” 

 

Montalegre: Brazilian missionaries Alexandre & Val Martins have been church planting in the extreme north east of 

the country in an isolated village near the mountains where there has never been a Gospel church. They have 2 teenage 

daughters and are home schooling. The family visited us in Wales in January 2019 and we introduced them to Henry 

and Caitlin then. Well, it was very good of them to host all 7 of us !! The hospitality was fantastic and whilst there we 

saw a steady flow of visitors to their house. It was wonderful to see that 

God has used an open home to bring the Gospel to neighbours and friends. 

Now a small church meets weekly and daily bible studies are held with 

different folk. However, Montalegre is not ideal for their girls and as the 

city of Chaves is just one hour away with better facilities and real spiritual 

needs it would seem a better location. So they are praying about a possible 

move to Chaves next year with the desire that the congregation in 

Montalegre would continue to be cared for. Please pray for them as they 

seek the Lord’s mind in this. 

 

Viana do Castelo: One of the 

highlights of the trip was to spend a 

day of fellowship in Viana do Casetelo. Various church workers met up at the 

Baptist church premises which our friend Jorge Max had purchased. A young 

Portuguese couple, Ismael and Sara Matoso, were called to Viana two years 

ago. Since then the small church has grown through the addition of Brazilians. 

It is now 80% Brazilian. So please pray that God will use them to reach local 

Portuguese people. We travelled over two hours to arrive in Viana which is on 

the North West Coast. There each church represented shared about their 

ministry and we prayed for each family and church. Henry then brought a 

message about the centrality of the Gospel to all ministries. This was the first 

time Henry had preached in Portuguese and God gave much grace. After lunch 

together we went for a long walk and coffee shop before we parted company. It was good to be together again. 

 

“The Minho”: Our last journey was to the extreme north to an area known as “the Minho” where Pastor Carlos 

Martinez and his family have been revitalizing two small Baptist churches. They are Paraguayan missionaries and 

have been in Portugal now for three years. Our church in Llantrisant has supported them through the FIEL book 

ministry. Carlos’ eldest son, Daniel recently married Sara Resina who visted us in 2018. Carlos has had a difficult year 

with a co-worker having to leave the work. At the same time his wife Laura has lost her mother, and their second son 

has being going through a difficult phase. However in the midst of trials a third church has begun in the border town 

of Moncao just 20 mins from their home. This comprises again mainly of Brazilians. Carlos is praying about moving 

into the town as he presently lives in a very tiny village on top of the Baptist Church. Please pray with him. His 

official support from the Baptist convention finishes too next month. Pray that it will be renewed if God so wills. 

“Wait on the Lord. Be of good courage & He will stengthen your heart,. Wait, I say, on the Lord” Psalm 27:14 

 

                                                                                 

 

  

 

 



 

 

It was so good that Henry and Caitlin could be with us. Henry is Tabor Baptist’s Gospel Worker 

until May 2021. He is praying about his future and open to anywhere that God may lead them. 

Henry and Caitlin are a very flexible couple and took their two young daughters with them to 

Portugal. They are looking to begin fostering in the next few months. We thank God that we have 

a godly couple working with us at Tabor. Now for other news… 

 

JENNY’S WORK 

Since January Jenny has taken on the work of former 

UFM missionaries, Alan & Pauline Ashmore, in the Afan Valley of South 

Wales. She and her friend, Rhianne Gilmore, from Freeschool Court 

Evangelical Church, are visiting 4 primary schools each month and taking 

assemblies. They have taught the parable of the lost sheep, & the parable of 

the lost coin and have been received very well. Please pray for the children & 

staff as they hear God’s Word. 

 

We have been concerned for 

Calfaria Baptist Church in 

Llangeinor whose pastor moved 

on at the end of the year. So 

Tabor have offered help. Henry now takes a weekly assembly in the 

village and Jenny has formed a new team to continue the parent and 

toddler work. Henry has been asked to preach on 6 Sundays. But even 

more encouraging the church has now called a part time pastor. We 

praise God for this.  

 

Jenny continues to lead our own parent & toddler group & leads 2 ladies bible studies each week. Please pray for her. 

 

 

MOZAMBIQUE 

Thank you for the gifts that have been given for our trip to Mozambique in 

July. We now have international tickets and internal flight tickets for Pastor 

Elias, Jenny and I. At the same time books for the pastors have been 

generously provided for by the profits of a Christian book ministry. We now 

just need funds for the pastor’s accommodation and for food as well as the 

hire of premises (+ our own accommodation and visa costs). Should there be 

any surplus funds we will use these for 2021. 

We are learning to wait upon the Lord who provides in His time and His 

way. It has been so good to share about the ministry of UFM & Pastors 

Training International with churches in valley, countryside and town 

churches in South Wales as well as one church in England. We thank God 

for your generosity and prayer. We value prayer for us in the coming months 

as material is translated into Portuguese in preparation for the trip in July. 

Pray too that we will know a smoother path this year with regards to visas. 

 

Our greatest need as ever is to know a close walk with the Lord. Pray for daily sanctification and for increased love for 

the Lord. Our God has given His only Son for us. Surely there is nothing too great that we can give to Him. 

 

Please do drop us a line and let us know how you are getting on. We do value your fellowship in the Gospel. 

         
                            With our love and Christian greetings - Andrew, Jenny and girls 

        
 
 

“The fervent effective prayer of a righteous man 

avails much”     James 5:17 
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